
 

      

 

 
 

FARMER DISEASE ADVISORY: 
Suspect Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
 
Heightened Biosecurity Notice Thamesford/Woodstock area Oxford County  
 
April 6, 2015 
 
Preliminary testing by the Animal Health Lab at University of Guelph has confirmed the presence of 
a highly pathogenic H5 avian influenza in a commercial turkey flock west of Woodstock in Oxford 
County. 
 
On behalf of the four feather boards, the Feather Board Command Centre is issuing a heightened 
biosecurity  advisory to all commercial producers and small flock growers in a 10 km area around 
the farm. 
 
The farm has been quarantined. Further tests are being carried out by the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency. The FBCC is providing advice to the farmer and working closely with  the 
provincial and federal government in the response to this serious infectious disease.    
 
Be very diligent in observing your flocks. Monitor mortalities and track feed and water 
consumption. Take an active role in protecting your birds by employing strict heightened 
biosecurity measures on your property.  
 
You are urged to heighten biosecurity measures; please refer to biosecurity material that has been 
provided to you. Please alert any visitors to your farm that you have heightened your biosecurity 
because of this situation and keep a logbook of movement in relation to your farm. Minimize visits 
to other poultry production sites, avoid exchanging equipment with other poultry production sites 
or ensure that it is washed and disinfected. Ensure all personnel in contact with birds wear boots, 
protective suits, head coverings and gloves/handwashing. Ensure adequate control of vermin and 
wild birds. 
 
Birds with outdoor access should not share areas with wild ducks, geese, or shorebirds. Make sure 
free-range areas do not have attractions for wild waterfowl, such as a pond or open feeders, which 
may become contaminated with wild waterfowl droppings. Be prepared to cover your entire yard 
with netting or to enclose your birds under roofed cover if necessary. 
 
Should you suspect any signs of health concerns in your flock, please contact your veterinarian as 
well as your Board or call 1-877-SOS-BYRD. For more information see OMAFRA news release from 
March 12.  http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/food/inspection/ahw/influenza-H5N2.html 
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